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This presentation aims to shed light on hitherto little-known details
concerning Jaroslav Hašek’s life and writings, based on material that has
been studied in various archives and libraries since 2010.
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Haškology - a brief history
● 1924: Jan Morávek - a pioneer haškologist
● 1933: Václav Menger - carrying the torch
● 1947 - 1950: Břetislav Hůla - the unsung hero of haškology
● 1950 - 1971: Zdena Ančík - Communist canonisation
● 1957: Jar. Křížek, “Jaroslav Hašek v revolučím Rusko”
● 1971: Radko Pytlík, “Toulavé House” - the reference
● 1982: Cecil Parrott, “The Bad Bohemian” - H. going global
● 1983: 100th anniversary - symposiums (Bamberg, Dobříš)
● 1983-1998: Pavel Gan, “Rotarmist an der Volga” + 3
● 2000: Zenny Sadlon, first website on Švejk & Hašek
● 2005-2007: Petr Kovařík, trilogy of little known stories
● 2009-2023: Web pages  + research - Jaroslav Šerák, 

Jomar Hønsi, Sergey Soloukh (+ books), Hans-Peter 
Laqueur…

● 2013: Radko Pytlík, “Data, fakta, dokumenty”

https://honsi.org/svejk/?page=11&lang=en&name=Mor%C3%A1vek
https://honsi.org/svejk/?page=11&lang=en&name=H%C5%AFla
https://honsi.org/svejk/docs/krizek
https://www.svejkcentral.com/
https://svejkmuseum.cz/index.htm
https://honsi.org/svejk/?page=11&lang=en&name=Has


A baseline
Two books are arguably the most quoted reference works on Hašek:

● Toulavé house is a well-written and very readable synthesis of the 
research that had been done on Hašek until 1971. This book, arguably 
Radko Pytlík’s best work, has become a de-facto standard.

● In 1982 Cecil Parrott emulated Pytlík on an international level with his 
book The Bad Bohemian and admittedly borrowed extensively from 
“Toulavé house”.

● Further: J.H. v fotografii, Bibliografie J.H x 2,  Lidský profil J.H, 
Data-fakty-dokumenty.

Coming next … and to the point …

- What these fine books don’t contain, i.e. “recent discoveries”

https://www.svejkmuseum.cz/toulave_house.htm
http://www.socialiststories.com/en/writers/Hasek-Jaroslav/The-Bad-Bohemian-Cecil-Parrott.pdf


Where to look …
Most of my own research has focused on three archives:

● Literární archiv Památníku národního 
písemnictví (LA PNP).

● Österreichisches Staatsarchiv (ÖStA)
○ Kriegsarchiv

● Vojenský ústřední archiv (VÚA)
○ Vojenský historický archiv (VHA)



LA-PNP
Some important collections (“fondy”).

● Mainly …
○ Zdena Ančík
○ Břetislav Hůla
○ Jaroslav Hašek

● Further: 
○ Václav Menger, E.A. Longen, Z.M. 

Kuděj, Jarmila Haškova, Radko 
Pytlík… 

● New: Arsene Verny (Šura) - 4 boxes



LA PNP - Zdena Ančík
About Zdena Ančík (1900-1972)... arguably the 
architect of the “canonisation” of Hašek as a 
Communist…

His “fond” contains seventy cartons! Not all are 
related to Hašek, and the collection is not yet 
fully categorised.

● Material provided by Břetislav Hůla
○ Police records
○ Hůla’s “progress reports”

● Z. M. Kuděj
● Bohumil Vlček
● Franta Hofer
● …

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zdena_An%C4%8D%C3%ADk


LA PNP - Břetislav Hůla
● About Břetislav Hůla (1894-1964)...

● Collected Hašek’s short stories for Synek, 
later for Ančík. Photos, pseudonyms, and 
much more.

● Correspondence with various people who 
knew Hašek and who survived him.

● Important: Correspondence with Ančík

● Explanations to “Švejk”, printed by Ančík.

● Contains five cartons, fully categorised. 



LA PNP - Hůla’s explanations
● Annotations (vysvětlivky) - prepared in 

1951, remarkably quickly, and with 
surprisingly few errors.

● Used by Zdena Ančík in 1953 and 1955, 
in prints of “Švejk”. Also Pytlík had 
plans to publish them …

● Some of them very obvious, signs of 
explanatory mania ala colonel Kraus.

● Some mildly amusing, see “U Fleků” :-)

All in all though, impressive work. Sláva!



LA PNP - Hašek and the police
● Hůla researched the police archives. His 

findings about Hašek were rich indeed!

● The 95 entries reveal numerous public 
disorder transgressions, one serious case 
(a month in prison), but mostly innocent 
queries like: where is he now?

● Also, the famous incident at “U Valšů” on 
24 November 1914. Here Hašek 
registered as a Russian, caused 
consternation at police HQ but in the end 
spent a meagre 5 days in jail.



LA PNP - Jaroslav Hašek
This collection is now available online. Dokuments, 
photos, postcards, correspondence, manuscripts 
(including parts of the manuscript of Švejk). Contains 
five cartons, fully categorised.

● Švejk: On sheets from k.k. Statthalterei!
● Švejk: Klosterneuburg -> Steinhof
● Jaroslav Kejla:  dispatching a persisting myth

● Švejk: Admiral Merten (ref. Kronika sv. války)
● Photo: Šípek - Hašek - Menger

https://pruvodce.pamatnik-np.cz/apu/a2b1131c-2ec3-414c-8fe4-44c71d3a8cff
https://honsi.org/svejk/docs/svejk/kejla.html


LA PNP - Jaroslav Hašek
The admiral who never made it into world 
literature. Left out of Švejk at the last 
moment, he remained unknown and never 
reached the fame of Halil Bey and Enver 
Pasha, not to mention Herostrates…
Goltz paša přijel z Cařihradu do Berlína a
naším císařem byli vyznamenáni Enver paša,
viceadmirál Usedom paša a generál Dževad
paša. Poměrně hodně vyznamenání za tak
krátkou dobu.

Johannes Merten

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Merten


LA PNP - Jaroslav Hašek
This picture is widely used in books 
and on web-sites, even on 
conference invitations!

The book “Jaroslav Hašek v 
fotografii” (1959) claims that it is 
from the editorial offices of 
“Čechoslovan” in Kiev in 1917. 
Other variations: Samara 1918.

Thanks to the research of 
Břetislav Hůla we now know where 
the picture originates from and 
when it was taken (and what’s 
missing).



LA PNP - Jaroslav Hašek
In a letter to Ančík, dated 15.2.1948, 
Hůla revealed that he had some photo 
retouched to contain only Hašek… Who 
were the unfortunate offcasts?

Photo from Berezne, 12 October 1917



VHA - Rakouské fondy
● Kmenové listy - Grundbuchblätter 

● “IR. 91 am Vormarsch in Galizien”

● Jaroslav Hašek’s “Krankenbuch”



VHA - Rakouské fondy
● Kmenové listy - Grundbuchblätter (service sheets), also “Qualifikationsliste” 

Details about “models” for characters in Švejk and other people of interest: 
Hašek, Bigler, Lukas, Lacina, Schlager (“Schröder”), Sagner, Adamička, Wenzel, 
Eybl, Wurm, Kuděj etc.

■ Documents regarding younger generations of (non-officer) soldiers  
have been maculated (Vaněk, Strašlipka  etc.).



VHA - IR. 91
● Das Infanterieregiment Nr. 91 am 

Vormarsch in Galizien

● Almost 300 typewritten pages, details the 
regiment’s odyssey from early May 1915 
until their departure for the Italian front 
in November. 

https://honsi.org/svejk/docs/ir91/
https://honsi.org/svejk/docs/ir91/


VHA - Jaroslav Hašek
● Hašek had health problems - heart 

condition and rheumatism. Assigned 
lighter duties in IR. 91. He never 
served regularly in k.u.k. Heer before 
WW1, the exact reasons are 
unknown, but surely related to his 
health.

● The story repeated itself in the 
Legions: unfit for armed service.

● Menger also mentioned his heart 
condition, and this ailment probably 
contributed to his premature death.



VHA - Hašek
● Vormerkblatt Nr. 1417 and Grundbuchblatt 

Nr. 4886. These shed light on Hašek’s career 
in k.u.k. Heer.

● Decorated and promoted after the battle of 
Sokal.

● No disciplinary record. How come?



ÖStA- Kriegsarchiv
● Material on “Feldkuraten”

○ Ludvík Lacina, a loose cannon in k.u.k. 
Militärseelsorge

○ Jan Ev. Eybl, an upright man
○ Katz and Martinec, “licensia poetica”

● Verlustliste IR. 91 - online by Jan Ciglbauer a.o.
● Battlefield maps, operative orders (IR. 91)
● The alleged “Army Orders” of Franz Joseph and 

Joseph Ferdinand.

● Schematismus (online), setting the records straight
● Belohnungsantrag Hašek: killing a myth
● “Bestand” Rudolf Kiesswetter: photo with Hašek, 

Lukas, Sagner and Vaněk.
● Kriegsgefangenenkartei (date, location)

https://honsi.org/svejk/?page=11&lang=en&name=Lac-Lud
https://honsi.org/svejk/?page=11&lang=en&name=Eybl
https://velkavalka.info/seznamyztrat/index.php?jednotka=IR91
https://velkavalka.info/seznamyztrat/index.php?jednotka=IR91


ÖStA- Kriegsarchiv
According to most biographers Hašek was decorated because he led 
“300 Russians into captivity”, a story that no doubt originated from 
Jan Morávek (Večerní české slovo, 4.9.1924).



ÖStA- Kriegsarchiv
Material in Kriegsarchiv reveals a different 
reason for Hašek being decorated:



Přenášel v bojích u Poturzyce 25.7. 
na rojnici (na švarmlinii) neúnavně a s 
nasazením života důležité rozkazy a 
odtud hlášení o stavu, přičemž 
obveselováním a nadšeným voláním 
povzbuzoval mužstvo, sám 
dobrovolně prováděl průzkumy a 
posílal malé skupiny do 
odpovídajících postavení. Stojí od 
30.6 t.r v poli.

Návrh: Stříbr. med. za statečnost, II. 
tř,

Posádka, 2. srpna 1915



Other Czech archives
● SOkA Beroun: Eybl’s diaries (online by J. Šerák/M. Garkisch/J. 

Hønsi)
● NAČR: Prague police registers (online)
● AHMP: Population registers (online)
● Various state district archives

○ Birth, baptism, marriage, and death records (matriky) - partly 
online

○ Census records (1910) - partly online

● Private: Hana Svobodová (Kralupy) - Jan Vaněk’s diary
○ Discovered in 2014 by Kamil Hainc, Václav Gabriel, Jan Felix
○ Online by Jaroslav Šerák (svejkmuseum.cz)



Czech Libraries - Ministry of Defence

● Čechoslovan a.o. newspapers, with 
Hašek’s contributions.

● Huge selection of books (Legions 
and also Austrian).



Czech Libraries - online
● Ministry of Defence (DSMO)

○ Kronika světové války ->

○ Böhmerwalds Söhne im Felde (IR. 
91, LIR. 29)

Tím byl nadobro ukončen pokus dohovořit se se Švejkem a další
cesta do kasáren šla v naprostém mlčení. Jedině když již stáli u
kasáren, Švejk vyzval mladou dámu, aby počkala, a dal se do
hovoru s vojáky ve vratech o vojně, z čehož musela mít mladá
dáma náramnou radost, poněvadž chodila nervosně po chodníku
a tvářila se velice nešťastně, když viděla, že Švejk pokračuje ve
svých výkladech s tak hloupým výrazem, jaký bylo možno vidět
též na fotografii uveřejněné v té době v „Kronice světové války“:
„Rakouský následník trůnu rozmlouvá se dvěma letci,
sestřelivšími ruský aeroplán“.



Czech Libraries - online

● Major Czech libraries (NKP, MZK, MKP)
○ Newspapers, public until 1913. Address books.

● National Museum - Periodicals, incl. Czech-American, many with 
Hašek’s stories. České Slovo. Prager Presse. Duch času (1923)

● Jewish Museum - Tribuna
● České Budějovice (newspapers, also after 1913). Material about the 

garrison and IR. 91. Dating the regiment’s transfer to Bruck.
● Olomouc: 

○ War Calendar 1919
○ Lidové noviny - Menger
○ Bohemia



Czech Libraries - online
War calendars

There is no doubt that Hašek employed 
printed material when composing 
“Švejk”, and not only relying on his own 
experiences.

The posters that Švejk observed in 
Tábor (presumably in early 1915) 
mostly contained material from 1917 
and 1918.



Foreign Libraries - online
● Austrian National Library (ÖNB)

○ Large newspapers database, up until 1950
○ Prager Tagblatt - promoted Švejk heavily from 1923, and also 

printed Hašek’s dog adverts
○ Švejk : reception in Austria
○ Švejk as continuation (Arbeiterwille, Salzburger Tagblatt)
○ “Armeebefehle” (FJI, Jos. Ferdinand), IR. 28 - Postwar
○ Protocols from Reichsrat

● French National Library
● Library of Congress
● Norwegian National Library
● German state libraries (Baden, Berlin)

https://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?aid=ptb&datum=19230105&seite=3&zoom=60


What next?
Other archives that may contain material on Hašek?

○ Russia: Red Army, Comintern, prisoner camps, regional 
archives in Moscow, Samara, Tatarstan and Siberia?

○ Ukraine?
○ Poland, Hungary? Probably marginal, perhaps limited to 

“realia” around Švejk.
○ ÖStA - Anarchistenevidenz

Newspaper collections: with digitizing advancing, we can expect more to 
be revealed in the coming years: e.g. Svět zvířat is not yet online.



Thank you!

● Jaroslav Šerák and Sergey Soloukh for our fruitful cooperation and 
unselfish exchange of information over the years

● Richard Hašek: for having kick-started my career as a haškologist 
and for continuous encouragement

● Hans-Peter Laqueur for solid advice and help with the German 
language

● Zenny Sadlon and Pavel Gan, for the advice and influence in my early 
years as a haškologist 

● … too many to mention …

● Finally: the organisers of this conference!


