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Partisan art is inherently class-conscious and politically engaged, yet it also affirms creativity as 
labor and a vital human impulse. Artistic production grounded in these dual commitments played 
a central role in both revolutionary struggle and post-revolutionary reconstruction in the Yugoslav 
region throughout the 20th century. While its practical realization was uneven—as is true of all 
revolutionary processes—the outcomes were nonetheless historically and culturally significant. 
Revisiting partisan Yugoslav artistic and cultural archives today offers a critical lens through which 
to confront the enduring contradictions of contemporary art, not only within the Yugoslav context 
but across global artistic production. 
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